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Convert and Edit Audio Cassettes with honestech Audio Recorder 3 

For additional information, see the AudioRecorderUserGuide.pdf document installed with the software. 

Open honestech™ Audio Recorder™ 3.0 Plus by double-clicking on the desktop icon.  
 
The following screen will be displayed when the program starts: 

 

Click the Advanced Mode image to begin. 

Connect your USB Cassette Player to the computer with the USB cable, and make sure that the 
computer’s speaker cable is connected to the audio jack on the computer itself – NOT the cassette 
player. 

Insert a cassette into the player and press the PLAY button for a ‘test listen’.  You should be able to hear 
the playback through the computer speakers. 

Headphones or earbuds may be used if the computer has no speakers connected. 
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Record  
 
In the Record phase, you can adjust the input volume and reduce unwanted noise or static. The audio is 
recorded in WAV format, which will be your ‘archive’ version.  You will need to convert it into MP3 
format to upload.  

 

Adjust the volume bar on the screen or your USB Cassette Player for best audio quality. Set your 
recording levels so they do not exceed the red area beyond. Rare occurrences are acceptable, but 
continual playback in red may result in distorted sound. 

Set the options for this recording by clicking on the blue gear icon at the right.   

The default Audio Device and Format settings usually do not need to be changed.   

Noise Reduction can be applied in the editing process; for the archive version, record “as is”. 
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Enter the file name, based on your library’s file naming 
conventions for this project, in the Prefix File Name 
box.  The system will append a numerical timestamp, so 
if you need to re-record the same audio, you can use the 
same name in this box for succeeding recordings. 

The Output Folder should be MyBook > Audio > 
Archive folder.  Browse to this location and click on the 
Archive folder; the selected location will then appear in 
the box.  Click OK. 

 

 

If needed, rewind the tape to the beginning.  Press the Play button on the USB cassette player, and 
immediately click the Record button on the screen. 

Record button                Stop button 
 

There is no unattended recording feature; you may turn down the volume on your speaker without 
affecting the recorded sound, but at the end of the recording, you must manually click the Stop button. 

When the original audio ends, click the Stop button and press the Stop button on the cassette player.  
Recorded tracks will be added to the list as shown below. 

 

 
You can now edit the WAV files you have captured, or you may wish to save the raw 
WAV file for editing later.  
 
 
 
Edit  
 
You can also import and edit existing WAV files, so recording all cassettes before editing and converting 
may be a good workflow for your project. 
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Import a WAV file to be edited; select Edit and then click the blue folder icon near the upper left corner.  
Browse to MyBook > Audio > Archive and select the WAV file that you want to edit. 
 

See the ‘Editing Functions’ page for a brief description of the buttons and available options. 
 

 
The file will display as a ‘waveform’, a visual representation of the volume of sound.   
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● To split the recording into smaller sections, click on the waveform where you want to split your tracks, 
and a split line will be added as shown below.  
 

 
 
The split line can be moved or adjusted by clicking and dragging anywhere on the line. 
 

Click the  button to split tracks where split line(s) have been placed. When you split tracks, a 

split mark with an [X] on top  will appear where the audio track has been split, and the 
separated tracks will be added to the burn list.  
 
 
● To undo a split, click the  on top of the split mark to merge the tracks before and after the split 
mark.  
 
 
● To select/deselect tracks:  
You can check or uncheck the checkbox for each audio track in the burn list or above the waveform. 
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Adding Effects  
 
You can Amplify, Normalize, or perform Noise Reduction on your audio tracks. 
 

 
Amplify  
The digital amplifier allows you to increase or 
decrease the volume level for the select audio 
track. Click the Preview button to check it before 
finalizing the effect.  
 
Normalize  
Use the digital normalizer to control irregular 
volume.  

 

  
Before Normalizing After Normalizing 

 
 
Noise Reduction  
You can reduce unwanted noise or static from 
recorded audio tracks.  Adjust the noise 
reduction level and click the Preview button to 
check the result.  Repeat if necessary, and when 
acceptable, click OK to apply the effect. 
 

 
 
When finished editing, save the WAV file in the My Book > Audio > Projects folder as an intermediate 
step.  
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Convert and Publish 
 
Place a check mark in the box next to each audio track you wish to convert and click the Publish icon. 

 
 
Output Type: MP3 File 

 
 
In most cases, the default Settings for channel, sample rate and bitrate settings (blue gear icon) are 
correct. 
 
The Output Folder should be your external hard drive, in the My Book > Audio > Upload folder.  Browse 
to this location and click on the Upload folder; the selected location will then appear.   

 The Album Name is a requirement, but in most cases will be deleted later.  For a single recording, enter 
the file name again here.  If you are converting multiple recordings from WAV to MP3 format, choose a 
brief, descriptive album name. 
 
Click the Start button to convert and save the edited files.  When finished, close Audio Recorder.   
 
Open the Upload folder on your hard drive and open the album.  Drag the MP3 file(s) out of the album 
subfolder and move them directly into the Uploads folder.  For single track recordings, right-click on the 
file name(s) and Rename to remove the track number.  Delete empty album folders. 
 
Your converted files are ready to be uploaded to Omeka. 
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Editing Functions 
 

 

 Open File button  
Add recorded WAV files to the list or import 
pre-existing WAV files. 
 

 Auto Split button  
Searches for the gaps in between songs and 
automatically creates split marks for each track. 
This eliminates the need for the long editing 
process required to split the tracks manually. 
 

 Clear button  
Undo “Auto Split” and merge the tracks back 
into a single file. 
 

 Split button  
Splits the audio file into multiple tracks marked 
by split marks.  This is especially useful to 
remove sections with no sound at the beginning 
and end of the original recording. 
 

 Zoom In / Out / Fix 
Window buttons  
Zoom in and out, or view the entire waveform 
(the track of the whole recording) at once. 
 
 

 

 Play / Pause / Stop 
buttons  
Play the selected segment or pause / stop the 
playback. 
 

 Start / End position buttons  
Jump to the start or end position. 
 

 Rewind / Forward buttons  
Rewind or fast forward (in 5 sec units). 
 

 Play Time display  
Displays the current location and the total 
playback time. 
 

 Volume control  
Controls the playback volume. 
 

 Effect button  
Add various effects to the audio file. Please 
refer to the Effects section for detail. 
 

 Undo button  
Undo all the effects you added to the audio file.

 


